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Zygodiscus abbottii HATTNER & WISE, 1980 

Zygodiscus 
abbottii 

Figs. 1, 2, 8- Zygodiscus abbottii n. sp.; 1) Paratype, L, X 3000; 2) Halo
type, L, X 3800. 8) Holotype, D. X 3500, Figure 8 and Figure 2 illus

trate the holotype. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: A large species of Zygodiscus with a coarsely constructed robust spine 

equal in width to the bridge. Two small perforations flank the spine at the rim 

margin and are aligned with the short axis of the coccolith. 

Description: The rim is composed of 45-50 elements. The cylindrical stem is 

composed of lath-like radial elements parallel to the spine axis. These elements 

seem to be susceptible to secondary overgrowth by calcite. 

Size: Holotype, 7.1 ·p.m long; Paratype, 7.1 p.m. 

Remarks: 

This species is named after Dr. W. H. Abbott. The small lateral perforations 

along the lateral axis can only be seen in one view of the holotype. These per

forations were also observed on the paratype but unfortunately, the specimen was 

lost before a photograph could be made of the proximal surface. 

Z. abbottii differs from Z. lacunatus GARTNER ( 1968) by its somewhat smaller 

size, smaller number of elements, more massive spine and the presence of two 

small perforations along the minor axis on either side of the stem. It differs 

from Z. deflandrei BuKRY (1969) by having a solid stem. The base of Z. abbottii 

is similiar to Tranolithus skoglundi FoRCHHEIMER (1972, Pl. 17, Figs. 5, 6) 

but differs by the presence of a spine. 

Type level: 

Campanian. 
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Type locality: 

Clubhouse Crossroads Corehole 1, 1603 ft, 25 miles west of Charleston, South 
Carolina, USA. 

Depository: 

Department of Oceanography and Geology, Florida State University, Tallahasse, 
Florida. 

Author: 

Hattner J. G. and Wise W. Jr., 1980, p. 68; pl. 35, fig. 8; pl. 36, figs. 1, 2. 

Reference: 

Upper Cretaceous Calcareous Nannofossil Biostratigraphy of South Carolina. South 
Carolina Geology, vol. 24, no. 2, pp. 41-117, 43 pls . 
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